
RESPONSES RELATED TO DISCRIMINATION, 
CHALLENGES, AND CONCERNS
Respondents were asked to identify the top three  
areas in which they have experienced discrimination.  
Below are the top three forms of discrimination 
respondents listed:

Respondents were asked to list the top 3 challenges 
they face as an LGBTI Youth and below are the findings:

RESPONSES RELATED TO PRIORITIES, 
ADVOCACY, AND ENGAGEMENT IN 
THE MOVEMENT 
In terms of advocacy, respondents felt a youth 
movement in the region should prioritize the following: 

WILLING TO BE A PART OF  
REGIONAL MOVEMENT

If you are interested in supporting and/or working 
with the African Queer Youth Initiative, please e-mail: 
queeryouthia@gmail.com

PHYSICAL, 
VERBAL AND 
EMOTIONAL  

ABUSE

EVICTION 
FROM HOUSE, 
WORK AND 
COMMUNITY

REJECTION BY FAMILY/
CLAN, FRIENDS AND 
FROM CHURCH 

HIGH RATES OF 
VIOLENCE AND 
PERSECUTION

LACK OF CONNECTION TO OTHER LGBTI 
YOUTH, SAFE SPACE FOR LGBTI YOUTH, 
FRIENDLY HEALTH SERVICES, SOURCES 
OF EMPLOYMENT AND LACK OF FRIENDLY 
SOCIAL PLACES

INTOLERANCE

Promote the leadership and involvement 
of young people in the development and 
realization of programs advocating for 
LGBTIQ rights 
 
Advocate for LGBTIQ youth inclusion in the 
design and implementation of LGBTIQ and 
mainstream youth programs 

Facilitate dialogue and networking between 
LGBTIQ youth and adult-led organizations 
on key issues

YES
NO

95%

5%



Young LGBTIQ Africans are a critical part of the LGBTIQ 
movement and in many instances lead organizations that 
are not necessarily youth focused but are at the forefront 
in the struggle for LGBTIQ rights in their regions and 
countries. However, many times there are limited spaces 
within the LGBTIQ movement for youth to organize and 
elevate issues that make them particularly vulnerable. As 
part of the effort to sustain the work of the movement 
in Africa, it is imperative that young people are provided 
a platform, support, and opportunities to facilitate a 
successful representation within all aspects of LGBTIQ-

led organizing in Africa.In order to explore and elevate 
young LGBTIQ Africans voices within the movement, the 
African Queer Youth Initiative together with Advocates 
for Youth conducted a survey in April 2016 to spotlight 
the different challenges faced by young LGBTIQ people 
living in the African continent, highlight the common 
restrictions that affect their meaningful participation  
and involvement in the global LGBTIQ movement, and 
prioritize specific themes to inform and support a Pan-
African LGBTIQ youth-led movement. All together 106 
respondents from all over Africa completed the survey.

YOUNG LGBTIQ AFRICANS: 
SURVEY FINDINGS ON NEEDS, CHALLENGES AND PRIORITIES


